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MATHEW ili. 42. 
\ 


In thiſe Days came John the Baptiſt preach- 
ing in the I ilderne! of Judea and ſaying, 
Kepent ye: For the Kingdom Fx Heaven is at 
Hand. 


? O Man could ever be better qualifi- 
| | ed {or the Office of Fore- runner to 
- Y our Bleſſed Lord, than John the 
Baptiſt. The miraculous. Circumſtances 
that uſhered him into Life declar'd him to 
be ſome extraordinary Perſon; and theſe 
Circumſtances were not hid in a Corner, 
but (as St. Luke informs us) “they were 
„ noiſed abroad throughout all the Hill 
« Country of ex re And all they that 
4 hear'd them, laid them up in their Hearts, 
“ ſaying, what Manner of * Child ſhall this 
«© be?” There is a Tradition, that Hercd, 
(having hear'd of the Wonders that accom- 
panied the Birth of St. John, ) when he or- 
der'd the Maſſacre of the Infants at Beth- 
lehem, gave particular Directions that John 
ſhou'd be put to Death, although he was 
not born within the Territory of Bethlehem ; 
and this is ſaid to have been the Nea. 
why his Mother concealed him in a Cave of 
the Wilderneſs. Be that as it will, 'tis cer- 
tain he was educated in the Deſerts, and 
continued there fill the Day of his fLewing 
unto Iſrael. How ls, was the Dis- 
poſal of Providence in this Reſpect, that be- 
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41 
ing ſeparated from our Saviour (to whom he 
was nearly related) from his very Infancy, 
and never having converſed with him till 
after he had begun his Miniſtry, no Suſpicion 
of any Juggleor Contrivance between them 
could poſſibly be adminiſtred to the obſtinate 
and Malicious. His Teſtimony therefore 
in Favor of our Lord's Meſſiahſnip was to 
much the more unexceptionable; and ac- 
cordingly, when our Savior preſſed it upon 
his Enemies they knew not what Anſwer to 

make to it. 5 
For thirty Years together, the Deſart was 
the School where he learnt Temperance. 
Want (fays the learned Dr. Heylin) taught 
«© him Abſtinence; till Grace and Reaſon 
gaining Strength in him, he embraced 
«that Mortification with a deliberate 
&« Choice, in which the Preſervation of his 
„Life had firſt engaged him. Inured to a 
„ coarle and ſcanty Diet, with hard and in- 
& commodious Lodging under the Shelter 
* of fome Tree, or Rock, or Cave, he 
„ brought his Body into Subjection, and 
* quenched or prevented all Deſires that 
% were not founded in Reaſon. He now 
found the Benefit of religious Auſterities; 
« no longer a Fugitive, but a devout Her- 
« mit; an Hermit in his earlieſt Youth: And 
# white others of his Age ſpend their uſeleſs 
% Days in vain Amuſements, he, Tetired 
« from the World and above it, was in- 
* teat only to Prayer and Mortification. 
: | « Treating 


„„ 1 
« Treating his Body with extreme Rigor, 
« and depreſſing the Fleſh with an unrelent- 


„ ing Severity, he, as it were, refined him- 


« ſelf to Spirit; be had his Convertition in 
« Heaven, and lived with the Purity of an 
« Angel amidſt the Cumbrances of frail 
« Mortality.” 8 

In how different a Manner (continues | 
c this elegant Author) do the reſt of Man- 
« kind paſs their younger Years? Youth 1s 
„ accounted by many the Seaſon of hcenſed 


60 Folly; to humour and indulge the Appe- 
« tites, it's allowed Priviledge; and as if 
has Nature were not /uffic:e;tly depraved, fond 


« and fooliſh Parents, or Friends, ſolicit 
and provoke their young Deſires with 
* new and various. Delicacies: They train 
„them up in Intemperance, and inhance 
«+ their natural Pravity with the acquired 
« Malignity of evil Habits.” 

But to return: —— Thus admirably fit- 
ed to the ſolemn Office he was to enter on, 
John by Example as well as Precept preached 
Mortification and Repentance for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, ſaying, * Repent ye, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand.” His 
Succceſs was great beyond human Expecta- 
tion; for without any ſhining Advantages to 
recommend him; without offering any thing 
that might ſooth and flatter the Vices 110 
Appetires of worldly Men; but en the con- 
trary reproving them in the boldeſt and 
openeſt Manner, he gained a PO ens 
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£ 6 ] 
Namder of Followers and Diſciples of all 
Ranks and Conditions. Even that Monſter 


of Iniquity Herod (though he afterwards be- 


headed him) yet he had a Veneration for his 
Perſon, and was awed by his Reproof; and 
< knowing (as St. Mark ſays) that he was 


< a juſt and holy Man, he obſerved him, 


* and when he heared hun, he did many 
< things, and heared him ladly.” 

If the important Subject of the Baptiſt O 
Niiniſtry (tho' urged from far leſs hallowed 
and leſs favored Lips) may yet awaken and 


-engage your attention, I ſhall 6, Grin in 


the Fiz ex Place to te Nature of 
true Repentance. SECONDLY, I ſhall 
<nquire what is meant by the Kingdom or 
Heaven, ——— TariRDLY,1 ſhall expatiate 
on that encouraging Motive to ſincere Re- 
Pentance, namely, at the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is at Hand. 

Ard FIRST I am to conſider what is the 
Nature cf true Repentance. 

I. Ac:ordirg to the beſt Theological Au- 
thors, Reverie] is {aid to be of two Kinds; 
Legal, and Ex angelical. 1. What is uſually 
called legal Repentance, is that Regret or 
Reluctance that ariſeth in a Perfon, after 
having done ſomething which he ought not 
to have done. When Judas ſaw that Chriſt 
was condemned, it is faid of him, that he 
repented of what he had done. Mat. xxvii. 
g. He Was mightily afflicted in his Mind a- 


bout it, and wiſhed it had not been done. 
| But 


SY 
But his Repentance ariſes from a Fear of the 
Puniſhment denounced againſt Sin, and is not 
accompanied with Hatred of Sin: As When. 
a Malefactor ſuffers for his Crimes, he reflects 
upon his Actions with Sorrow; but this be- 
ing a forced Act, proceeding from a violent 
Principle, is conſiſtent with as great a Love of 
Sin as he had before, and may be entirely 
terminated on himſelf: He may be ſorry 
for his Crimes, as they have expoſed him to 
Puniſhment, and yet not be grieved that 
thereby he has offended Cod. Now though 
it would be very unſafe to reſt in this legal 
Repentance; and tho' if reſted in, it could 
never bring a Man to a ſaving Acquaintance 
with God's Pardoning Love; yet it 1s by no- 
Means to be abſolutely cryed down and diſ- 
couraged. Poor, ſelfiſh, and ſervile, as it 
appears to be, it is at leaſt better than a dull 
Inſenfibility, it may prepare the Will to be at- 
tentive and obedient to the Stirrings of God's 
Preventing Grace, and ſo be the more re- 
mote Means of leading a Man to the true 
Evangelical Repentance, which in the next 
Place it will be proper to deſcribe. 
2. The Repentance then we are now 
ſpeaking of, which was the Object of the 
Baptiſt's Preaching, which is the only one 
acceptable to God, and the only one to 
which the Promiſes are made, is the Effect 
of Man's Free-Will no longer reſiſting the 
Impulie of God's Preventing Grace (im- 
planted in the Soul of every Son of Adam) 
9 A 3 but 
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8 FS 
but on the contrary cloſing with it, and co- 
operating under it to the "Detection of the 
1 hidden Foulneſs and Corruption of his own 
F Heart, with an earneſt Struggle to over- 
1 come it. It may principally be ſaid to con- 
ſiſt in the four following Parts; namely, 
Conviction, Compunction, Mortification, 
and Deſire of Holineſs. I ſhall ſpeak of each 
of 928 ſe Particulary. 

Conviction is that firſt awakening A- 

1 An that evidently proves to the Sinner; 
4 the Danger, Horror, Hell, and Miſery of 
Fi the preſent State of his Soul. It doth not 
ſtand to appeal to particular Facts commit- 
ed; but lays open at once the Root and 
Ground of Al: Shews him the Ingratitude 
WW of his whole Heart; manifeſts to him, that 
1 his Regard to God never reached higher than 
2% ervile Fear, leaves him not a Word to 
U | plead, for placing his Affections (either in 
Iii Whole, or in Part) on God's Enemy the 
Iii World, and not loving God with all his 
15 Heart, with / his Mind, with all his Soul, 
W and with al his Strength; it clearly demon- 
| ſtrates to him that Sin is Miſery, and Hap- 
pineſs can only be found in Holineſs; and yet 
pronounces him the Slave of Sin, without 
any Power or Poſſibility in hinſelf to extri- 
cate himſelf from it's Dominion and Tyran- 
: It darts upon him like Lightning, pierces 
— 15 through and through as with a Sword, 
heats down all his falſe Confidencies, and 


{trikes him to the Ground like Saul of Tar- 
ſus, 
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fus, till with him he is likewiſe conſtrained to 
cry out all trembling and aſtoniſhed, Lord 
% what wilt thou have me to e e, When 
Conviction hath proceeded thus far, and 
hath ſtruck the Mind into a very ſore A- 
mazement; it is preſently ſucceeded, (to 
{oon as the Sinner recollects himſelf) with a 
ſevere Compunction, or godly Sorrow ; 


which is the ſecond Step in the Order of 


true Repentance. | 
When I ſpeak of the regular Progreſs in 


the penitential State, I would not be thought 
to infer, that a Man muft continue a certain 
fixed Time under each of theſe diſtinctly. 
No; God may perform a great Work in a 
ſhort Time; and I am perſuaded there have 
been many Inftances of thoſe who have been 
awakened, converted, and received the Par- 
doning Grace of God under a fingle Sermon. 
We have Abundance of Examples of this 
ſudden and effectual Repentance in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and a very remarkable one 


in the Caſe of the penitent Thief. This I 


ſay then has certainly happened in particular 
Inſtances; the general Experience however 
of Chriſtians has been otherwiſe. All I am 
therefore here attempting 1s to ſet before you 
it's ſucceſſive Progreſs in the Soul of Man, 
(in order to give you a clearer, and fuller 
Knowledge of the Nature of true Repent- 
ance) without any Regard had to the Slow- 
neſs or Precipitancy of its Completion. I 
ſhall now reſume the Subject. 

44 . 
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2. Campunction which is conſequent to 
Conviction, is that inward ſpiritual Grief of 
the Soul of Man for it's loft abandoned State, 
it's frail and fooliſh Wanderings from it's 
en Home, it's own God, it's own Bleſſed 
Savior and Redeemer, that cauſes it to take 
a Kind of gloomy Satisfaction in it's own 
Afflictions, and wrap itſelf up in the pro- 
tonndeſt Sorrow, and refuſe to be comforted. 
It is thoroughly convinced of it's own Dark- 
neſs and Blindneſs, (and to carry on the Fi- 
gure of the newly awakened Paul) it feeks 
for ſome one to lead it by the Hand It 
watereth the Couch with it's Tears; it's 
Voice is hoarſe with complaining, and yet 
it knoweth no End thereof: It is weary 
with watching, and yet taketh no Reſt; 
it hateth the Noiſe of the Multitude; it 
deſpitetn the Vanity of Fools; it is 
greedy and covetous of it's Grief, and 


will not that any fhould partake of it; it ſeek- 


eth Retirement and Solitude, and venteth its 
Complaints to the wild Rocks and Caverns. 


« Will the Lord abſent himſelf for ever: 


% and will he be intreated no more? Is his 
Mercy clean gone for ever: Is his Promiſe 
„ come utterly to an End for evermore?” 
Where is my Jeſus, my Savior, and my 
God? My Sins have driven him far away ; 
Where, O Where ſhall I ſeek and find him? 
The Soul thus deeply panged and wound- 
ed, preſently diſcovers the latent poiſonous 
Corruption, that feeds and enflames 8 

| | © 
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Sore (and fo delays the cure of it,) drawing 


it's venomous Principle from the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 


of Life; and therefore it proceeds to the 
_ Extirpation of alt theſe by Mortification, 
which is the third Progreſs of the Soul in the 
penitential State. | 


3. There is no Doctrine hath been 


more groſsly abufed in the ordinary Practice 


of the World, than that of Mortification : 


And whilſt ſome have totally neglected it as 
ufeleſs, and ſuperſtitious ; others have actu- 
ally rendered it fo, by attributing more to 
it than really belongs to it. Of the latter 
Sort are thoſe, who not content with regard- 
ing the Exercifes of Mortification as Means 
to attain Holineſs, or as Mans of preparing 
the Sout for the Influences of God's Holy 
Spirit; have conſidered, and practiſed it as 
Holineſs itſelf; not whithout a certain Self- 
Satisfaction at the hard Taſks they had im- 
poſed on themſelves, and challenging a De- 
gree of Merit at God's Hands, for the 
Strictneſs and Severity of their Performan- 
ces: and thus whilſt they have endeavoured 
to dethrone ſome one evil Habit, they have 


advanced another Enemy, and perhaps a 


far more dangerous one in it's Room; name- 
ly, Spiritual Pride. 
Now Holineſs was, 1s, and always will be 
the /ame unalterably for ever and ever. It 
has the /ame conſtituent Parts and Properties, 
and produces the ſame bleſſed Operations and 
1 Effects, 
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Effects, in Time, and in Eternity: It only 
differs in Degree; in as much as under the 
Groſſneſs of theſe earthy Veſſels, we cannot 
poſſeſs it pure and unſullied as we ſhall Here- 
after, and as the Angels above even now en- 
Joy it. But as Mortification, Selt-denial, or 
the Croſs of Chriſt have no ee in "the 
Realms of Light, and conſtitute no Part of 
the Holineſs of the Bleſt above; ſo neither 
can they make the leaſt Portion of it among, 
God's choſen People here on Earth. Hoh- 
neſs. conſiſts in a firm, full, and perfect 
Love of God, and of all his Creatures thro' 
him: and Mortification is only / far neceſſury, 
as it ſupreſſes, conquers, and deſtroys all 
that may oppoie the vital Union of the Soul 
with God in an effectual Cloſing with his 
ſpiritual Love. 
And yet the abſolute Neceſſity of Mortifi- 
cation, as a Means to effect Mis, is ſufficient- 
ly apparent from Scripture, and the Reaſon. 
of Things. Hed Adam never fell, Mor- 
tification would never have been enjoined as. 
a Duty; but as his Fall conſiſted in the 
Opening of the low, earthly, beſtial Life, ſo, 
till that is ſuppreſſed i in all Bis Deſcendants, 
the Divine Image, which was thereby loſt, 
Fan never be reſtored, nor Man be reinſtated. 
in his primitive Dignity. The proper Office 
therefore of Mortification 1s to crucify the 
Fieſhp, or the Luſts and Deſires thereof: 
Aud the plain Reaſon 1s, becauſe the Deſires 


of our fallen Nature are Evil. God would 
0 | not. 


2 E It 
not call on us to crucify the Fleſh or the 1 
Deſires of the Fleſh, if the Deſires of the 
Fleſh were good: No; St. Paul tells us how . 
the Caſe ſtands, and our own Experience . 
confirms it; to wit, “that the Fleſh luſteth 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 'againſt | 
„ the Fleſh;” and again, he ſays, They | 
„ that are Chriſt' 8 bare cru the Plefii | | 
& with the Aﬀections and Luſts” It is up- | 
on this Account likewiſe that our Bleſſed 
Lord aſſures us, that Whoſoever doth 
„ not bear his Croſs, and come after him 
* cannot. be hisDiſciple :” He, does not ſay it 
arbitrarily he Hall not, but he cannot be my q1 
Diſciple, he cannot; tis impoſſible in the © | 
Nature of Things. God can have no Fel- | 
lowſhip with Belial; if Chriſtans are the 1 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, (as St. Paul ſtiles 
us, our Temple muſt be kept pure and un- 
defiled; not a Wiſh, or the /eaft Tendency of ji 
a Wiſh towards the Wild, which is at En- 114 
 wity with God, muſt be ſuffered to remain 
there: and the Inſtant ſuch Wiſhes or In- | 
clinatioas begin to. make their foul Appear- 
ance, Mortificaton is the Beſom that muſt 
ſweep them all away. Now as ſome Infirm- 
ities, ſome Dreggs, and Remains of our evil 
Nature will ſtill continue with the Beſt of 
us, and not take their Leave till the very 
Hour of our Death; ſo Mortification be- il; 
comes a Duty indiſpenſably neceſſary, even 
to the moſt confirmed Chriſtians: And accord- 4 
ingly, we read of it's being practiſed 1n a 


very 


— ̃ — 


141 
very rigid Manner, by the Apgſeles them- 
ſelves. Vet it will generally be acted with 
a far higher Degree of Severity under the 
Horrors of the penitential State, than after 
being made acquainted with that Per- 
* fect Love which caſteth out Fear.” 

The poor fortorn, afflicted Sinner conſi- 
ders himſelf as fallen under the Wrath of 
God; he not only hates Sin, that has 
brought him to this evil Paſs; but likewiſe 
condemns, and hates him/ef for having act- 
ed it. He is fo far from favoring or in- 
dulging the Heſb, that he is determined to 

Seppreſs its Tyranny, and to conquer, puniſh, 
and humble it, with a more than ordinary 
Zeal Thus (to purſue the Relation of the 
Apoſtle's Converſion,) Paul was three Days 
and three Nights without either Eating or 
Drinking. And this 1s preparatory to the 
Tatroduction of the fourth and laſt Step of a 
fincere and effectual Repentance: namely the 
Dęſi e of Hlolineſs. „ 

4. When the Soul hath feen and felt 
it's Difeaſe and Nfiſery through Cnviction; 
hath not only grieved and lamented it's 
wretched State with a very fore Ompumction, 

but hath likewiſe applied the Cauftick of 
1fÞriification, to ſubdue and wear away the 
proud Fleſh, with all the acrid ftimulating 
Humour that fed and pampered it's Diſor- 
der; it may then hope to acquire more 
wholeforne Juices, and a founder, and bet- 
ter Conſtitution. It not only hates and = 
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teſts it's former Inclinations and Affections, 
but it begins to pant after new ones. It 
earneſtly looks up to the Shepherd of Iſrael, 
and intreats to be admitted into the richeſt 
Paſtures : The Power of Prayer begins to 
open and expand within it, and the Holy 
Spirit itfelf, helping it's Infirmities, maketh 
Interceſſion for it with Groamngs that can 
never be uttered. Theſe Prayers are pre- 
ſented by the bleſſed Jeſus before the Throne 
of Grace; he points to his dear- Wounds, 
and pleads the all-ſufficiency of that Sa- 
crifice; a Plea all-powerfull and efficacious. 
His Blood is held forth to the Sinner, who 
eagerly and joyfully layeth hold of it; and 
through the Merit of that appropriated to 
him by Faith, he is made a bleſſed Partaker 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. | | 

This naturally leads me to the ſecond 
general Head I had propoſed; namely, what 
1s meant by the Kingdom of Heaven. 

II. In Order to gam a more ſatisfactory 
Idea of the Kingdom of Heaven, let us firſt 
take Notice of it's Oppoſites which are in a 
conftant War with it, and without the Re- 
duction and entire Demolition of which, it 
can never be thoroughly fixed and eſtabliſn- 
ed: and theſe are the Kingdom of SELF, the 
Kingdom of the WORLD, and that which 
gives Laws to both theſe as deriving under 
it, I mean the Kingdom of SATAN. All 
thefe have their Interefts and Influences in 
poor Fallen Man: and unlefs Chriſt had 

| come 


116 

come to ſave him, he could no more have 
delivered himſelf from this threefold Slavery, 
than he could raiſe a Tower to reach Hea- 
ven like the fooliſh Attempt of the deluded 
Builders of Babel. 

Now that the Kingdom of SELF was 
firſt eſtabliſhed in the Soul of Man by the 
malign Policy of the old Serpent, 1s evident 
from this; that the Fall of Man was of the 


ſame Nature, and from the ſame Principle, 


as the Fall of Satan. For Satan had fown 
his Seed in him: (Therefore it is that wick- 
ed Men are called the Seed of the Serpent, 
Generation of Vipers, and the Children of 
the Devil). Both diſdaining any longer to ſeek. 
and obtain their Happineſs from God alone, 
had endeavoured to derive it immediately and 
independently from themſelves: Both had aſpir- 
ed to be as © Gods diſcerning Good and Evil, 


without ſubmitting to God's holy, wile, and. 


paſt Directions in what was to be choſen, or 


avoided, in the ſeveral Objects preſented to 


them: Both therefore had rebelled againſt. 
the Throne of God, though both . Rebels 
were not dealt by in the fame Manner. Man 
had neither fallen from the ſame Heighth, 
nor into the ſame Depth that Satan had, 


and had been moved and inſtigated by the 


Wiles and Subtilties of the latter: Man 
therefore could be redeemed from his State of 
Sin and Miſery by the myſterious and amaz- 
ing Sacrifice of the Son of God; but the 
Dev] had fallen even beyond the Power of 


Redemption, . 
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Redemption, being ſo wrapt up and en- 


tangled in the Web of Sin he had ſpun, and 


is ſtill ſpinning from his own Bowels, that 
Repentance could never reach him : For if it 
were pY/ible for him to repent truly and 
thoroughly, the God of Mercy and o Love, 
would yet point out ſome Way even for him 
to eſcape. — But to proceed: The Seed of 
Satan being ſown in Man, (for want of his 
Circumſpection, Vigilance and Attention to 
God's Holy Will and Commandments) the 


Temper, Diſpoſition, and Affections of the 


Arch-Enemy began to break forth in him, 
and the Kingdom of SELF was preſently 
eſtabliſhed. Thus Man became covetous, 


proud, a Boaſter, ſelf-ſeeking, ambitious, a. 


Lover of Pleaſure, more than a Lover of 
God. Therefore cur Lord and Savior com- 
mands us, if we would be Followers of him, 
not to gratify Seh; no, we muſt deny Self; 
„ Whotoever will come after me let him 
** deny Vimſelſ, and take up his Croſs.“ Mark 
viii. 34. And the Reaſon is, becauſe in gra- 
tifying Self, we are V. llngers or Imitators of 
Satan, and are ſtil} Subjects and Servants of 
the Kingdom of Se 

Again, Man is the Bubble, Servant, and. 
Slave of the Kingdom of the WORLD, 
which has an Intereſt and Power within him 
of ſomewhat a different Nature from the 
former, tho' in ſtrict Union, and Alliance 
with it, As it's Elements, it's Productions, 
and natural Evils exerciſe Dominion over 
the 


” 
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the Body, and bring on it Diſeaſes, and 
Death itſelf; fo it's Blandiſhments, and it's 
Vanities, as well as it's Cares, and it's Af- 
fictions, uſurp a boundlefs Tyranny over 
the Soul. We are ſo beduped by it's Sorcer- 
ies, and Enchantments, that we confirm 
one another in Subjection to it; and he that 
is moſt forward in a mean abject Compla- 


cency to the World, is the moſt carreſſed, 


and applauded among us. Self iſſues forth 
it's Laws to oblige us to a Compliance with 
the World, and the World on the other Hand 
affords the vicious Means of Se/f-Gratifica- 
tion. Thus both Powers are united for our 


Ruin and Deſtruction : And from this Slave- 


ry to the Morli we derive the Principles 
of ſneaking Art and Flattery, Diſſimulation 
and Falfhood, Vanity and Effeminacy, Cow- 
ardice and Infidelity. It is upon this Ac- 
count, that ſeeing the Danger for us, which 


we neither are aware of ourſelves, nor di/poſ- 


ed to avoid, the Holy Ghoſt gives us Warn- 


ing thro' the Apoſtle John; „Love not 


e the World, neither the Things that are 

in the World: If any Man love the World, 

& the Love of the Father is not in him.“ 
Now that the World derives what Power 


and Influence it has over us, originally from 


Satan as the Fountain-Head, is evident from 
many Texts of Scripture. Thus the Devil 
is called the Prince of this World, John xn, 
31. and the God of this World, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 


He boaſted to our Savior that he was ſo, 
| 1 Mat. 
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Mat. iv. 9. and he acteth in this World as a 
Prince powerfully working in the Children of 
Drfobedience, Eph. ii. 2. 

But befides theſe Subftitutes of his, the 
World and Self, by Means of which the Evil 
One continually Aﬀaults our Peace, he 
ſways and governs us more immediately in 
his 6wn perſona] Application to our Souls, 


bringing the Kingdom of SATAN into that 


Poor fallen Creature, which once was the 


Reſidence of God himſelf. This is the moſt _ 


ſhocking of all Tyrannies, as 1n this the very 
Features of the Devil appear plain and undiſ- 
guſed; and it exerciſeth it's Dominion dif- 
ferently, as Men's Souls are variouſly fitted 
to receive it; in Proportion as they reſiſt the 
preventing Grace of God, and ſo lay them- 
ſelves more and more open to it's horrid 
Impreffrons. From hence come ungovern- 
ed Rage, and inhuman Cruelty; furious 
Lufts, and inſatiable Appetites; Revellings, 
and Drunkennefs; Rapine, and Murder; 
Curſing, and Swearing; Imprecations, and 


Blaſphemies, a black and balefull Frain, 


which carry their own Hell about them, and 
give us a faint but diſmal Foretaſte of the 
Torments of the Damn'd. 

Behold then this Apoſtate, Man, this A- 
poſtate from the State of Bliſs and Glory, in 
which God had placed him; behold him now 
ſwallowed up in Self; now cringing to, cloſ- 
mg with, and dependant on a vile and curſ- 
ed Morld; now drove about and reeling in 

the 
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the Whirlwind of diverſe Luſts and Paſſions, 


and wondering adore that mexhayfted Fund 
of Mercies, which yet vouchſafes to pity and 


to /ave, which yet affords Repentance as the 
Means, and yet holds forth to us (all unde- } 


ſerving as we are) The KINGDOM of 


HEAVEN as the End. 


This Kingdom, eſtabliſhed on the os of 


the Devil's Empire, begins it's gentle Sway, 


by proclaiming Liberty to the wretched Cap- 


tive; calls all it's Subjects no longer Slaves, but 


Sons; Heirs of God, and Foint-Heirs with Chrift ; 

enables us to trample the whole Power of 
Sin and Satan under our Feet, the Bruiſer of 
the Serpent's Head him/elf not diſdaining to 
reſide within us, and make uſe of us as his 


Inſtruments for manifeſting his Victory over 


his fallen Foe. He triumphs moſt glorioufly 
in the Hearts of all his People; and he cauſes 
their Hearts to triumph through the Might- 


ineſs of their Succorer, and Defender. As 


God deigned outwardly to reign over the Jews 


in their State of Theocracy, till the Time 


of Samuel; fo now doth he, in the moſt gra- 
cious and condeſcending Manner, reign in- 
wardly, and fixes his holy and bleſſed King- 
dom in the Souls of his choſen Subjects, the 
Iſrael of God, the Children of the Faith of 
Abraham, His Reign is evident, jirſt in 


the dethroning of the curſed Uſurper, and 
the extirpating the very Root and Branch of 


willful Sin: Secondly, in his bleſſed and 
effectual Influence over the Will and Affecti- 


ons, 
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ons, and bringing in a new Law, even the 
Law of Liberty into Mens Souls; the glort- 
ous Law of Liberty from dead Works, that 
they . may Fane ns “ ſerve the Lord 
& without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 


&« neſs before him all the Days of their 


86. LIVES, 

The Kingdom of Heaven, in the Words 
of the Text, and in the parallel Paſſages in 
the New Teſtament, hath both a General, 
and a private Senſe. I. In the General Senſe 
it includes the whole Church of Chriſt, all 
true Believers of all Nations, Parties, and 
Intereſts; all whomſoever the Lord our 
God hath called, who having obeyed the 
Call, and repented, have been juſtified free- 
ly through Faith, by the Grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Theſe are the Subjefts of God's 
Kingdom of Heaven upon 3 and they 
have one ſummary Law given them, which 
(however difficult to others) is to them, thro' 
the indwelling Power of Chriſt, eaſy, prac- 


ticable and delightſull; namely, « to love 


„ the Lord their God with a/] their Hearts, 
* with all their Minds, with all their Souls, 
“ and with all their Strength, and their 
* is propel as themſelves.” 

In the more private Senſe, it is confined 
to the Impartment of God's Holy Spirit to 
particular Perſons. Man is in Himſelf a 
Microcoſm, a little World; he hath within 
him a Variety of Affections, Paſſions, and 


Intereſts, oppolite often to each other, which 
like 
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like contending Parties in an ill- governed 
Common-wealth, raiſe a Fermentation that 
endangers the V hole But the Kingdom of 
Heaven, when it has once taken Place, cauſ- 
eth theſe Fermentations to ſubſide; and God 
holding forth one Glorious Object, even the 
Light of his Love, to which every Affection, 
and Inclination of Man ſhould tend as to it's 
proper Center, they are all here kept in Uni- 
en; and God ſpeaks Peace into the ruffled 
Soul, as he bids the Waves of the raging 
Sea be ſtil]. More-over God directs and 
governs in a peculiar Manner every One 
whom he hath juftified, he ſubmits to be 
conſulted by him in humble Prayer, and re- 
turns wiſe, ſuitable, and gracious Anſwers, in 
a Manner not outwardly to be expreſſed, but 
only ſpiritually to be fl and diſcerned. The 
Kingdom of Heaven therefore is internal and 
ſpiritual, * The Kingdom of God (ſays our 
&« blefſed Savior) is within you. Luke xvii. 
21. And again, St. Paul tells us, Rom. xiv. 
17. The Kingdom of God is Righteouſ- 
<& nefs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 
r. It is Rjizhteonſne/s; and it not only inſtruct- 
eth Man in the Vay of Righteouſneſs, but 
it likewiſe enableth him to walk in it accord- 
ing to God's Will; it is not a human, but a 
divine Righteouſneſs, bringing with it into 
the Soul the Mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus. 
2. It is Peace; and ſuch a Peace as paſſ- 
eth all Underſtanding; a Peace which the 
World had never to afford us; it is derived 
| | to 
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to us from our Melchiſedec the King of Sa- 
Jem; which fignifies Peace, and how comforta- 
ably /weer, how beyond Meaſure full muſt 
our Peace be, when the whole Kingdom of 
Peace is poured forth into our Souls. They 
who have newly recovered from a long and 
painfull Diſeaſe of the Body, Know experi- 
mentally the Blefling of ſound Health; (a 
Bleſſing little regarded in general, whilſt we 
are in the full and fect eee of it); 
how much more then, they who have felt 
and taſted the Miſery of a diſeaſed Soul, are 
inwardly healed and refreſhed by the reviv- 
ing Cordial of the attoning Blood, being at 
Peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
3. Laſtly the Kingdom of God is Foy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. It is a Joy ſerene, pure, 
holy and unmixt; a Joy which no Man taketh 
from us; and which all the Powers of Satan 
and his accurſed Agents can never hurt or 
diſturb. Tt triumphs in the midſt of Tri- 
Bulations; it ſmileth at the Rage of Per/ecu- 
7108, and {till Cherifherb the Heart under the 
molt afflicting and agonizing Torments. 
What ſhallI tay more? Had I the Tongue of 
Men and Angels, I could never give any ad- 
_<quate Deſcription of the Soul's dear preci- 
ous Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. —— It is Elo- 
quence to be ſlent, where no Expreſſion can 
reach the Immenſity of the Subject. 
I proceed under the THIRD General 
Head, to conſider that great and encourage- 


ing 
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ing Motive to ſincere Repentance; namely, 


that the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 


III. It is a preſent Good, attainable here on 


Earth. If Men might not have ſome Fore- 
taſte and Experience (however faint and 
glimmering in Ccmpariſon) of that Eternal 
Meigbt of Ghiry which ſhall be their Portion 
and bernd in the World to come; their 
Poor frail Nature would be 4 iſcouraged and 
fink under the Oppreſſion of world! 

Troubles, or be eaſily allured and led aſide, 
through the falſe Glare and Enticements of 
worldly Vanity. A diſtant Rever/ion of Bliſs 
(however probable in the Expectation) will 
not have its due Influence and Effect in the 
Minds of Men in general; and according- 
ly ' tis obſervable, that zhey only who really 
believe it to be at Hand, Preſs forward into 
the Kingdom, and take it (as it were) by 
Violence, And bleſſed be God he hath not 
left us in any Doubt concerning this Earneſt 
of our Salv ation, afforded us, to ſooth and 
ſupport us in our weary Pilgrimage; not on- 
ly having raiſed up Witneſſes to this Truth, 
even many Thouſands of his faithful! Peo- 
ple who know, and can artzeft it upon their 
OWN Experience; but hath alfo aſſured us of 


it in innumerable Paſſages of his infallible 
Word. Thus, after Jeſus hear'd that John 


* was caſt into Priſon, he began his Preaching 
with the very Words of the Baptiſt,“ Re- 
* pent ye, for the Kingdom of Heav en is 


© at Hand. 
Ax, 
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Again, he ſaith, John iii. 36. « He that 
« believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting 
“ Life.” He ſpeaks in the preſent Tenſe, 


he hath it now, © He is ſealed unto the Day 


„of the Lord:” „The Spirit of God 


* witneſſeth with his Spirit that he is a Child 
« of God.” Rom. vin. 16. Or as St. Paul 


has it 2. Cor. i. 22. He hath alſo ſealed us, 
« and given the Earneſt of the Spirit in our 
« Hlearts.“ Again Ephel. i. 13. In whom 
« alſo after that ye believed, ye were /eal- 
« ed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe which 


„is the Earneft of your Inheritance, until 


« the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſ- 
« ſion, unto the Praiſe of his Glory.” Now 


the Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of 


Heaven ein the Text, and the Earneſt of 


our Inheritance through the Holy Spirit 


| © of Promiſe' is one and the fame Thing, 


as 1s: evident from the fore- cited Definition of 
the Kingdom of Heaven by St. Paul; 


namely, that “ it is Righteouſneis, Peace, 
„ and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt :” For what 
is this © Earneſt of the Inheritance through 
* the Holy 85 irit, but“ Righteouſnets, 
* Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” And 
this is agreeable to St. Peter, 1. Pet. i. 8, 


« Whom having not ſeen ye Love; in 
« whom, though row ye ſee him not, yet 


8 believing, ye rejoice with Joy unſpeaka- 
ble, and full of Glory: receiving the End 


„of your Faith, even the Salvation of your 


s. Saler I ſhall not produce any more out 


of 
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of the many many remaining Texts of Scrip- 
ture to this Point; preſuming that J have 
already clearly proved beyond any Poſſubili- 
ty of even a plauſible Contradiction, the im- 
portant Doctrine of preſent Salvation, or that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. All 
that ſeems neceſlary at preſent is to preſs the 
cloſe Application of it upon all your Hearts. 

And ſurely, if any Motive can incite, il 
any Argument can perſuade, if any Encou- 
ragement can prevail on you, to forego the 
ſhadowy Vanities of Time, in order to lay 
hold of the ſubſtantial Joys reſerved for you 
in Eternity; this bleſt Aſſurance of Faith, 
this experimental Foretaſte of ſpiritual Bliſs, 
cannot fail to have its Charms with you, 
and feeeten the bitter Chalice of Repentance. 

By the long-ſuſfering Patience of the Al- 
mighty, I call on you to Repent: by the yet 
Bleeding Wounds of the Bleſled Jeſus, O 
Hearts of Stone Repent: By the great and 
glorious Privileges held forth to you, Repert, 
&« Repent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
* at hand.” Honored as] am with this graci- 
ous Meſſage to you, O let me not be an un- 
ſucceſstull Ambaſfador, but yield yourſelves 
to my Intreaties, to my Prayers, to my un- 
bounded Love for you. Do not poorly content 
yourſelves with faring as well as your Nejgh- 
bours, but rather be ſolicitous for the Rzg b1- 
ne/s of the Way than the Number of the 
Company. Think only how mall a Thing 
is required of you; the renouncing a World 


cf 


„ 
of Woe, Diſappointment, Miſery, and Dif- 
eaſe; think of the happy Exchange afforded. 
The KINGDOM of HEAVEN: is at Hand for 
you. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, 


and cry to the Lord with deep Contrition; 


ſo ſhall he be Swift to hear, and Mighty to 
defend; ſo ſhall he deliver you from more 
than an Egyptian Bondage, and thus when 
* he hath ſet your Feet at Liberty, you wilt 
run with Joy the Way of his Command- 


“ ments :” Which that we may all do, God 
of his infinite Mercy grant, Sc. 
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